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Nestled in the rolling hills of Castaic, on 2,620 acres, is the
Peter J. Pitchess Detention Center, named after the former
Sheriff. It is the temporary home of about 8,600 inmates.
It was established in 1938 by then Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz
as the Wayside Honor Rancho, a minimum -security prison ' i\( Pitchess
where inmates worked on a farm setting. Detention Center
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Pitchess Detention Center Timeline

1938:

1951:
1957:
1963:
1975:
1983:
1987:
1990:
1992:
1993:
1995:
1995:
2001:
2002:

Wayside Honor Rancho, first honor farm in California, opened to house a few select prisoners.
Dairy farmer George Dunn had sold county the property for $147,150.
Prisoner population up to about 3,000. Texaco discovers oil on jail property.
East Facility enlarged to accommodate more than 700 maximum  -security inmates.
East Facility expanded again; cogeneration plant built to provide energy for jail.
South Facility opened. Rancho laundry facility built.
Facility renamed Peter J. Pitchess Honor Rancho.
North Facility opened.
North County Correctional Facility opened.
Farming operations eliminated.
Elmer T. Jaffe Visitor Center built.
Ranch compound closed due to budget constraints.
Name of facility changed to Pitchess Detention Center.
South Facility closed due to budget constraints.
South Facility partially reopened and renamed
North Annex.
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Shortly after the initial purchase, minimum
security barracks were constructed and
became home to nearly 1000 inmates.
Included in the original land deal was a small
heard of dairy cows and a old barn. Inmates
were trained to work the dairy in addition to
several added farm operations, such as
crops, beef cattle, hog farm, and nursery.
Due to budget constraints, all jail farm
operations were closed in 1992.










In an effort to bring in extra income from PDC property,
the County of Los Angeles currently leases out
approximately 1500 acres for commercial interests such as
sod farming and a small herd of grazing cattle.
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In 1951, oil was discovered on the property which brought in an unexpected source of revenue.
Today there are about a dozen functioning oil wells remaining.




~ Shortly after the development of the ol
_reserves on the property, leases were signed
with various-energy companies to store

atural gas underground. Today PDC contains
of thE"Iargest reservoirs of natural gas in
i | Souther-California. Just behind this storage

R ~ area and outside the PDC property boundary

- ; |s property which |s a privately owned

g & e industrial center.
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The Pitchess Detention Center contains three operational custody facilities housing a combined
average of approximately 6,500 inmates. The three operational custody facilities are the North
County Correctional Facility, East Facility, and North Facility. Additionally, there are approximately a
dozen support facilities on the proper /. Number c employees:780.sworn deputies; 650 civilians.
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Although no longer operational, the Ranch Facility is
the oldest facility on the property. It was built in

1938 and was taken out of serviceinthemid -1 99006 s

All of the lower compound inmate barracks were

removed i n the | ate 199060s

always been classified as a minimum security facility.
During its heyday, the Ranch housed approximately
2000 inmates in an open -air type setting. The inmates
were housed in 27 single -story barracks which
averaged about 80 inmates each.




Located at the extreme west end of the old Ranch Facility are the Administrative Offices,
Training Classrooms, and Officer Dining Room.




